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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ASEAN, RP 

SUBJECT: ASEAN: US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS 

1 . EMBOFFS CALLED ON DR. GERARDO SICAT, DIRECTOR GENERAL 

OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, TO DISCUSS 
STATUS OF PREPARATIONS FOR US-ASEAN TALKS AND TO DELIVER 
COPIES OF U.S. SUGGESTION PAPERS ON PROPOSED AGENDA. 

PHILIPPINES DFA HAS BEEN CAREFULLY GUARDING ITS ROLE AS 
THE PRIMARY CHANNEL FOR CONTACTS WITH USG AND OTHER KEY 
DEPARTMENTS HAVE NOT REPEAT NOT BEEN KEPT FULLY INFORMED. 

2. SICAT CONFIRMED THAT HE WOULD NOT PARTICIPATE PERSONALLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN TALKS BUT THAT HIS DEPARTMENT WOULD CERTAINLY TAKE AN ACTIVE 
PART IN PREPARATION OF ASEAN POSITIONS. HE NOTED THAT 
ASEAN COUNTRIES WERE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN TAX DEFERRAL 
QUESTION AND THAT OTHER SUBJECTS OF GENERAL INTEREST WOULD 
BE COMMODITIES, TRADE, U.S. VIEWS TOWARD ASEAN AS A GROUP 
AND NORTH-SOUTH ISSUES. 
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